2006 Hunting Conditions at Medicine Lake NWR
August 22, 2006

The Medicine Lake National WIldlife Refuge and the
Nor t heast Montana Wet| and Managenent District open to upland
game bird hunting on Septenber 1st. The youth waterfow
season wll be Septenber 23 - 24" and general waterfow
hunting opens on Septenber 30'". Ring-necked pheasant season
opens on Cctober 7" and continues through January 1%, 2007
for both residents and non-residents. Big gane archery
season runs Septenber 2™ - Cctober 15" and rifle season runs
Cct ober 22" — Novenber 26", See Refuge Hunting Map at
http:// medi ci nel ake. fws. gov/ hunting for areas open to
hunting. Nontoxic shot is required for all shotgun hunting
on US Fish and WIdlife Service Ilands, including the
Medi ci ne Lake Refuge and all Waterfow Production Areas.
Refuge hunting follows State of Mntana seasons and
regul ations found at http://fwp.state. nt. us and no
additional special permts or licenses are required to hunt
the Refuge. Hunting Areas #1 and #3 open for upland gane
bird and deer hunting begi nning Novenber 15" and will renmmin
open for the remainder of the appropriate hunting season.
See Ref uge Hunt i ng Map and Regul ati ons at
http:// medi ci nel ake. fws. gov/ hunting for further information.

Regi onal Conditions

The winter of 2005-2006 was fairly mld in northeast
Mont ana and upland bird survival was fairly good. However;
the spring and sunmer received very little rainfall and the
area is extrenely dry. Deer also faired well and counts
pl ace the popul ati on nunbers near the 15 year average.

Ref uge Condi ti ons

Pheasants: Refuge pheasant nunbers started out strong, but
spring and early sumer was very dry and nunbers are not as
good now. Hunting opportunities wll probably be good, but
broods are not as |arge as previ ous years.



Sharp-tail ed grouse: Lek counts were good this year but few
sightings of broods are being reported. Popul ati on nunbers
are estimated to be near the ten year average.

Partri dge: Nunbers are on the increase but are still well
bel ow the | ong term aver age.

Waterfow : A very dry spring and early sumrer have resulted
in low wetland conditions in the area. Sonme Refuge water
units were refilled but many are now dry wth water
remaining only in the larger water bodies. The Waterfow
Production Areas suffered the sane low rainfall and only a
few of the larger lakes still hold water, nost of the
favorite swan hunting areas are dry this year. Hunting

opportunities will be quite limited compared to previous years on the Refuge and

Waterfowl Production Areas. For nore waterfowl information check

out t he foll ow ng sites: http://ww. fws. gov &
htt p: // ww. ducks. org

Bi g gane: Waitetail deer nunbers have recovered from the
late 90's and this wnter’'s doe/fawn counts were only
slightly below the fifteen year average. Mul e deer and
pronghorn nunbers remain | ow because the Refuge is not in
the preferred habitat for these two species.

Free Sandhill Crane permts for the Central Flyway of
Mont ana are avail abl e at the Refuge headquarters on a first-
conme/ first-served basis. The permt is also available at
Bowdoin National WIldlife Refuge (http://bowdoin.fws.gov/),
Mont ana Departnment of Fish, WIdlife, and Parks regional
offices in Gasgow, Billings, and Mles Cty, or the state
office in Helena( http://fwp.state. nt.us/ ).



Swan permts are only available from Montana Departnent of
Fish, WIldlife, and Parks. Please contact them at (406)228-
3700 for nore information.



